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TO

HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS

CROWN PRINCE OF SWEDEN.

v

Sir,

THE following Reflections on Sui-
cide were written at a period when
misfortune had taught me the neces-
sity of invigorating the mind by
solitary meditation. It was under
your protection that my sufferings
were mitigated. Iand my children,
- like the shepherds of Arabia, fled:
for shelter to the laurel to avoid the
A2



4

impending storm. I am sensible that
your Highness has never considered
death, but in its most sublime aspect,
that of devotion to the public good.
Never has your soul been infected
with that despondence’ which' some-
times takes possession of those, who
conceive themselves to be blanks in
existence. There is, however, no sub-
ject within the compass of philaso-
phy, but has engaged the powers of
your transcendent genius ; no object,

. however minute, escapes your com-

prehensive view.

Hitherto, I have dedicated my
works to the memory of my father;
but I have deviated from this prac-
tice in asking permission to offer a
tribute of respect to your Royal
Highness, whose public life presents
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an example of all those real virtues,
which are alone worthy to receive
applause from the thinking part of
mankind. :

It is, perhaps, your least praise,
~ that even among brave men, you
are distinguished by courage and in~
trepidity, qualities which in you are
tempered by a goodness still more
- sublime. The blood of the warrior,
the tears of the poor, even the ap-
prehensions of the feeble are the ob-
Jects of your watchful humanity. You
fear but to witness .the sufferings of
your fellow creatures. An exalt-
ed station has not effaced from your.
heart its tenderness or sympathy.

It has been said by a Frenchman,
that your Royal Highness unites the.
chivalry of republicanism with that of
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royalty, and it is indeed - impossible
to .imagine a degree of generosity
not congenial to your character. In
the relations of society you are far
from imposing restraint by an un-
necessary reserve; and it is perhaps
not too much to affirm, that you
would win the suffrages of a whole
nation, one after the other, -if every

individual, of which it was composed,

bad the privilege of conversing with
you for a quarter -of an hour. Yet

to this graceful affability you add,

that masculine energy which ex-
torts confidence from: all' superior
minds. - ‘

The Swedes, once so celebrated:

for their gallant achievements, in-
heriting the noble qualities .of their
ancestors, hail you.as the presage of
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returning glory. By you, Sir; their
rights are respected, no less from.
principle than from inclination. Un-
der circumstances of peculiar deli-
cacy, you have repeatedly shewn,
that you were as zealous to guard the
bulwarks of the constitution, as
other Princes have been anxious to
infringe them. Accustomed to find
in these duties no invidious restric-
tion, but a safeguard and support;
you have uniformly shewn, such a
deference for the King’s wisdom and
experience, as throws a new lustre on
the power committed to your trust.
Pursue, Sir, the career which presents
so glorious a prospect to your view,
and you shall teach the world, what
it has hitherto been slow to learn,
that real intellectual greatness in-
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cludes moral excellence, and that the
hero who is truly magnanimous, far
from despising the human race, be-
lieves he is superior to other men,
only because he is able to sacrifice
his interests for their welfare.

I am, with Réspect,
. Sir,
Your most humble and obedient Servant,
NECKAR,

BARONESS DE STAEL HOLSTEIN.
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Ir is for the unhappy we should write,

"dince to the children of prosperity expe-
¥iencé is commonly the only instructor,
and by them all general ideas are consi-
dered as futile and unprofitable.

It is otherwise with the afflicted ; re-
flection is their best, if not their only asy-
lam; insulated by adversity from the
distrections of the world, they look into
their owa hearts with the solicitude of

B



2 BRBEFLECTIONS UPON SUICIDE.

the sick man, who lies tossing on his bed
of pain, to discover some position in
which his sufferings may be mitigated.

Suicide eriginates in snisery—a sub-
Ject worthy of the deepest investigation,
since it is one that bears closely on all the
moral copstitution of man.

I shall endeavour to present new views
of the motives which may determine the
mind to this action; and of the argu-
ments which might be employed against
them. It will be my aim to discuss the
question, without prejudice or partiality,
It would, be.cruel to hold up to detesta.
tion those who aré wretched .enough .to
loath existence; it would be unjust to
praise those who shrink from the dnties
it imposes ; to bear the burden, however
great, is the test of strength and the
tnumph of magnanimity *.

* In my work on the Passions, I commended sui-
cide, an inconsiderate seintiment, which I lrave ever
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' The enemies-of suicide, conscious that
their argumeat rests on the broad basis of
reasen and duty, often assume a con-
temptuous language which wounds and
irritates their opponents: nor do they
scruple to attribute to enthusiasm in ge-
neral that' rashness which is the conse-
quence of ungoverned passion.

It appears to me, however, that suicide
is wholly repugnant to the spirit of true
enthusiasm, (which is in reality no other
than the love of moral excellence), since
it is but too obvious how much more
noble it is to submit to the decrees of
Heaven than to oppose them.

In the following Essay I proposeto place
the subject of Suicide in three points of
view; to consider the effects of suffering

since deeply regretted. I had then the pride and
presumption of youth ; but to what purpose should
we live, if we did not hope that time should pro-
duce amelioration !

B2
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on the human character—to shew that
self-destruction is incompatible with the
Christian religion, and to examine in what
cousists ‘the highest dignity of human
nature. ‘
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SECTION 1.

-

e

XIx cannot be denied thet the impres-
sions produced by pain are no less vari-
ous and diversified than the character
and temper of the individuals who are
subject to its influence. The operation
of circumstances is so modified by the
capacities for suffering and enjoyment
in each human being, that the most esti-
mable people are on this point liable
to mutual errors and misconception,
though the least supportable of all the
restrictions imposed on the human
mind, is, the incapacity for entering inte
the feelings of each other.
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It appears to me, that happiness con-
sists in the possession of a destiny which
corresponds perfectly with our moralfacul-
ties. OQur desires are fugitive and often
fatal to our repose. But our faculties are
as permanent as their necessities are un-
appeasable. 'The conquest of the world
was perhaps as necessary to Alexander,
as the possession of his cottage to the
peasant; but from this weé are not to infer
that the Buman race are bound to nourish
the inordinate ambition of the conqueror,

. althoagh with such feelings he might be
incapable of happiness on any other con-
“dition. _ :

It is the eapacity for affection ; the ac-
tivity of thought; the value attached to
‘opinion, that renders different modes of
.éxistence agreeable to one, and irksome
‘to another 3 the immutable law of duty is
‘the same for all—but strength and weak-
ness are purely relative, and a profound
knowledge of the human heart can alone
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enable us to judge correctly of the happi-
ness or misery of those whose feelings are
different from our own. ; ,
* It appears to me futile to dispute on
what is purely a matter of sentiment, and
the argument should be confined to those
principles of action, which, in whatever
situation we may be placed, religion and
virtue universally prescribe. . The causes
of misery, and its comparative scale of
suffering will be found to vary no less
than circumstances and individuals, and
it would be as easy to count the waves of
the ocean, as to analyse those endless com-
binations of character which may be pro-
duced by nature and destiny. It is con-
science only, that being within, so simple,
so immutable, that always remains inde-
pendent of arbitrary feelings—conscience,
from whom we might all obtain what we
all sigh to possess ; the secret peace, which
is the sabbath of the soul.

The mass of mankind assimilate less in
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their positive than their negative proper-
ties; and it may fairly be presumed thag
no reflective being will deny, he was free
to avoid any immorgl action he may have
committed. If then we allow, that ta
endure pain, is one of the conditions an-
pexed to mortal existence, we shall not
be exonerated from the trust, by the seve-
rity of our trials, or the imperioys emo-
tions they have excited. Every individual
possesses in his own mind, powers not in-
adequate to his relative duties, so admira-
bly, both in the moral and the material
world, is the necessary distributed with
a rigorous regard to equality ; whilst, for
the superfluous,but few objectsareselected,
and those apparently for the purpose of
beauty and embhellishment.

On a superficial view, the effects of
physical and moral suffering should seem
to be the same, since digease is nat only
pain but calamity. In their final conge.
quences, howeyer, they arg widely op-
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posed—for whilst the former destroys the
body, the latter regenerates the soul.

It is not encugh to maintain with the
stoics, that pain is no evil—to be resign-
ed, we must feel convinced, that it is in
reality a good. Abstractedly considered,
any evil, hawever insignificant, might be~
come insupportable, and so much do the
capacities for suffering depend on tem-
peramental irritability, that we should
have as little reason to blame the man
who killed himself for the prick of"a pin,
as for a paroxysm of gout, for a slight
‘vexation, or a serious calamity, Any
suffering, however trivial, when it fails te
ameliorate, mmst revolt the soul; and there
is more injustice in the least -privation
pselessly inflicted, than in the most afflie.
tive trial which is directed to a noble
am.

. It is foreign from my purpese to recur
~ to the.intricate metaphysical question on
the origin of evil, on whichso many philaso-

BS
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phers-have so often launched forth their

vague unfatisfactory speculations. We
are unable to concede Liberty to man with-
out. allowing the existence of evil,—with-
out liberty we are equally unable to con-
ceive virtue,—or without virtue, immor-
tality. This chain of reasoning, of which

the first link is at onee incomprehensible
~ and indispensable, contains ‘the charter
and constitution of our nature. If we
once admit (what reason and sentiment
should equally dispose us to believe), that

the ways of Providence are always mark- .

ed by justice (latent or revealed), we shall
no longer consider suffering as arbitrary
or accidental. On any other principle,
indeed, man would have as much reason
to complain that the sum of good was in-
complete as that the cup of evil over-
flowed. ,As well might he repine, that
he was not permitted to exist from all
eternity, as that he was so soon to resign
existence. As rationally, might he chal- -
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lenge participation with infinity, as ex-
pect to evade the conditions of a finite
station. And on what basis shall he
found his complaints ? © Would he objeet
to the system of the universe, or merely
to that small section of it, in which he is
placed, and which forms a proportional
part of one grand, simple, -harmonious
whole ? Pain.is so obviously an elerent
in dur moral constitution, essentially ne-
cessary to the production of pleasure, that
we are even unable to conceive the one,
unassociated with the other. 'The ardoar
of our desires is' imeasured by the resist-
ance they have to encounter, the ¢rans-
ports of our joys by the dread of losing
them, the.vehemence of our affections, by
. the dangers which menace the objects of
our love. Never yet, has human art
devised any other menns of sundering the
gordian knot which urites pain to plea-
- sare, than by the fatal stroke whlch cuts
short the thread of life. o
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Buwit will be arged by the wahappy, that
they are willing to sgree: ta thet balance
of good and evil which prevails in the
esdinary conrse of human events; but
thet they ate hardly used by fortune, their
comforts are all swallawed wp, in one. un-
gparing sentence of proscription; and if
the chastisament be greater than they oo
beax, who shall blame them for seeking
to evade the stroke?. In the first place
¥ should be considered, that the nmpine
to whom the cause has heen referred, xer
sides within ous owa breast, and is bus
too much biassed in ewr favemr. Good
and evil gre nelative terms: the same. loi
which reduces onaman.te despair, anathex
envies as. the swamit of felicity. ¥ mean
wot, by this vemark, to, iuvalidate whas ¥
bave, previously ssid, that the differens
eapacities, and habits, of feehng shonld be
medsuged with indulgenit candor ; T only.
wean that no.one can so.correctly estipate
his comparative shave of suffering, =8
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ta pronounce it unequalled and insup-
poriable. Resignation is a duty ind-
posed on all. The powers of attrain
Hon ‘and gravitation, hy their mature
agency, preserve the harmony of the un'g
versa, In the soul of man exish twor
woral principles equally opposed-—the
love of action, and the necessity of suby
wisdion, whick are exhibited in self-will
snd vesignation; these are, in 8 mans
per ‘the two ‘poles of his mind, and the
equilibrium of reason is found befween
them,

To the mass of mankind there exist
but two principles of action, their onm
wall and fortune ; and they often act as if
they flattered theinselves that the energy
of the former could counteract. the operay
tions of the latter: the complexion of
their minds is alwaysfhictuating between
pride and. petulance; when they are dise
appointed, they curse their lot like spoily
eik childsen, who beat the table agaimst
whitch they have given themaelves 8 blows
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‘When they are prosperous, they take to
:emselves 'the". merit of  success, . and
well with much complactncy on the
® cans. they have: employed to obtam 80
esired an end. :
/ The will of man, it is’ true, often ap-
pears to harmonize with  the decrees- of
destiny, but when that'will is' connteract-
ed, and destiny assumes the fixed, irre-
vocable character of necessity, it is. then
a visible manifestation of Providence,
“which. leaves no choice between sullen
discontent and virtuous resignation. A
man of talents has said that necessity in-
vigorales. It is only by taking large
and comprehensive views that we shall
learn to adopt this opinion in its full ex-
tent ; yet we are all accustomed to recog-
nize in the chain of circumstances, a fa-
tality we are unable to resist. We all che-
rish & sort of superstitious deference for
the name of ‘fortune, that visionary fan-
tastic being, with whose Tmage we as-
sbeiate so.many. bopes and fears; that




REFLECTIONS UPON SUICIDE, 15

strange; mysterious power, by turns ab-
rupt and slow, unforeseen and antici-
pated, which, seizing life at’a certain
epoch' irresistibly determines its future
course. So far, however, from being
blind, fortune appears to make us the ob-
Jects of her penetrating scrutlny, and'
‘seldom fails to attack us in that weak-
ness where we are most susceptible. In
her we find the secret tribunal, to whose
sentence we must submit without appeal.
Yet, if its decisions should sometimes
appear unjust, we perhaps, and we only,
are conscious what truths they intimate,
or what lessons they prescribe.

It is unquestionable, that whenever we
submit to adversity. with mild magnani-
mity, we are refined and improved by the
test. The noblest faculties of the soul are
developed in suffering, and so salutary is
this moral process of amelioration, that af-
ter a certain interval, it seldom fails to re-
store us to tranquillity. - The dance of
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life begins again, and leads us back te
those days of innocence, which preceded
our errors. 'To rush on self-destmction,
becayse we are miserable, is therefore tq
desert the standard of virtue—to, reject
even the invitation to happiness which
vnrtue reserves for those who combat
with thenmelves, and by hex aid, are vic-
torious in the conflict,

It was an axiom with the Platomsts
that the soul must sojourn on earth till it
should be purified from its guilty pas-

It should seem indeed that we
were destmed to live only that we might
learn to renounce life. Kn the vegetable
world renovatjon is produced by destruc-
tion, in the mind of man, it is effected by
sacrifice. Human existence, propcrly unR~
derstood, is directed to self-annihilation,
or the subjection of all petty individual in-
terests, to the principles of eternwl tmvith

MMIMB.
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Children exist but for themselves;
young people the same, with the addi-
tion, however, of those cherished objects
who form part of their being; but ne
sooner do the heralds of decay approach,
than it becomes necessary to draw conso-
lation from general views, if we would
not abendon to.chagrin the last half of
life. A few circumstances, in the situa~
tien of any individual, whether favour-
able or unfavourable, are of little monmnt;
in tomparison with the rigid laws of na-
ture, Old age and death, those two in~
veterate evils, inseparable from human
destiny, present mankind with mare ters
rible pains and' privations than they can
experience from any other source of suf-
fering : yet we submit easily to the com.
mon lot, though we always revolt from our
own portion of care or sorrow, without re-
flecting that these heaviest trials imposed
an human nature, are incident to every
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situation, and that other accidental dif-
ferences are rather fictitious than real.

In considering the moral dignity of
wan, I shall contrast suicide. with self:
devotion ; I shall point out the difference -
between the sacrifice of ourselves for an-
- other’s sake, or what is the same thing, for
virtue’s sake, and the surrender of exist:
ence, because it gives us more pam than
pleasure. In offering up life, for the
preservation of our fellow-creatures, we
may be said to immolate the body to the
soul ;-but .in rushing on destruction, to
escape what we hate or dread, we sacri-
fice our principles to our passions. - It is,
however, wrong to stigmatize suicide as
an act of turpitude, a harsh sentence,
which excites repugnance in every libe-
ral mind. On the other hand, we should
not identify the nobler bravery which
resists evil with that negative courage
which fears every thing but death., When
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the sacrifice is not sanctified by religious
sentiment, something like a ferocious
transport is necessary to vanquish that
instinctive principle of self-preservatloh
which watches over our existence. * It is

not unusual for those who have madé .

many abortive attempts to commit sm-
cide, to desist at length from the attempt,
and quietly to resume their accustomed
habits and avocations. In this as in every
other irregularity, arising from the pas-
* sions, there is a species of frenzy which
having reached its climax, gradually sub-
sides to tranquillity or indifference. It
may also be observed, that misery has sel-
dom a positive object.. Subtract our dis-
appointed hopes, add te these, our vision-
ary fears, and the sum of evils we had
considered mcalculable shall be reduced
perhaps to a few chagrms, not even equi-
valent to one great calamlty '

A sudden shock often restores us to
eurselves, the mind regains its tone, and
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the grief which had baffled all mweasure
OF comparison, assumes a new aspect.
Tf you see, after an interval of ten years,

@ person who had been condemned to

some great privation (of whatever nature

it might be), you will discover that his .

pains and pleasures are now derived
fr8m a source wholly different from the

subject of his' former sufferings, It fol- -
lows not, from this, that happiness

should be restored to his soul, but its
hopes and fears have now taken an-
other course, and it is in the activity of
these two sentiments that our moral
being consists.

There is one cause of suicide which in- -

terests almost every female heart, and
his is love. .

- It is, surely, the charm of that passion
which so often seduces our better judge
ment on the subject of self-murder, so well
are we pleased to observe its influence in
subjecting all the higher powers of the
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soul, and that nothing' can resist - its: mni-
versal empire. Tt has been the fate of
every species of enthusiasm to endure the -
test of ridicule, and romances have pre~
served the tllusions of sentiment in some
countries of the world to which goo&
. faith hed escaped for refuge.
- Of all the sufferings, however, to whick
~ Yoveigexposed, thereis but one,in my judg-
ment, at least, whioh istruly overwhelming
and irreparable~—the death of onie we love,
and by whom we are beloved. A-cold
shuddering shoots through the frame, a
mist flits before our eyes, darkening the
face of nature, when the heart that min-
gled all its feelings with our’s, lies eold
and .insensible in the silent grave.- ‘
Yet even this grief, the only one, per-
haps, beyond the strength whick Ged has
given us, has by muny been considered
s more supportable thim the irritation of
jestousy or the stings of ingratitude.
But wlien the object of our . affection
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proves unfaithful, it is self-love that dis-
tils the poison, though- the heart. receives
the wound. Undoubtedly we suffer from
a better .feelmg than jselé-love, when we
are compelled to withdraw our esteem
from the supreme object of our affections,
—when of an enthusiasm. once so deep
80 unwersal, there remains but a vain re-
membrance and a more vain regret. In
such instances, however, there. is one
reflection which presses on us with un-
welcome truth, that, in an union of per-
fect confidence, such an union as can only
subsist between two pure noble beings
when one of the partners violates the
bond of fidelity, he must. have been un-
worthy of the sentiment he had inspired,.
and ought not to be the ohject of lasting’
regret. Far be it from me; by this pro-
cess of reasoping, to imitate these pe-
dants who reduced the pains of life to a
certain number of syllogisms. One suf-
fers from a thousand causes, in a thousand
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ways, from: sentiments the most 'various,
opposed, apd .contradictory, we are apen
to paip'at everypore. No oneis author-
ized to- oentest anothier’s night to giieve ;
but.in’ all those" ohagrms of sentiment
which are blended with the feelings of
self-iove, ‘it.is equally absurd and- cul- -
pable - to ibink of self-destruction.
Whatever belongs to vanity is-of a tran-
sitory nature ; and we should beware how
we suffer what is transitory to launch us
into what is eternal. Itis only when the
sorrows of the heart are pure, from the

sugyestions of pride, that they can induce
us to embrace death; but the' sorrows
that flow from sensibility lose their bitter-
ness in the consolations administered by
religion. Providence, which wills that °
all human sufferings should be' héaled,:
brings balm to the”soul -that has received:
teo rude a blow. In the hour of desola-
tion the angel -of peace spreads his tute-
lary wings around us, and who knows but
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this benmignant angel is the object of our
tender regrets? who knows but that,
touched with our tears, he has obtained
from heaven the privilege of watching

over her who sérrowed without kope?
Bince then the sufferings of disappeint -

od affection are modified by time;
and the regrets of gemuine tendernesd
softened by religioas resigwation; it fol-
lows that love can suggest no adequate
motive for committing suicide. - In modert(
times this action most commenly originates
in ruin and. disgrace. = Asséciety is consti-
tuted, a reverse of fortane oecasions acute’
distress, and multiplies sufferingunder &
thousand forms-:-—the most cruel of alt,

perhaps, is the loss of that rank we occu-
pied in the world. .The imagination acts'
equélly on.the future and the past, and’
one makes with oiir former posessions an’
alliance, of which the rupture is dreadfl.

After a certain. interval, hdwever, a new-
situation creates:s wew perspective:  Hap--
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* piness is so much made up of relative sen<
sations, that it is not any' positive circum-
stance, but its contiexion with yesterday
or to-morrow, that influences the mind. ~
Let the man, who is under.the appre-
hension of some signal " calamity "be ‘in-
formed, that half of what- he dreaded is
remitted to him,- and his feelings-shall be
totally different from what he woild liave
experienced, had his previous terrors been
less strongly excited. On some occasions,
fortune. enters into terms of . composition
with her snfferers, and seems, - like otlier
despots, to feel a tardy repentande for
the injury she has committed. . ‘
Opinion exqreises over most individuals, -
an imperious action, of which it is diffi-
cult to diminish the force. The word,
1 am dishonowred, overwhelms the soul of
social man; nor, is it possible.to -withhold
our pity from one, whosinking tnder the
weight of opprobrium, -shelters . himseH
in death, from, it may be, unmerited
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reproach. Kt will here be proper to range,
under two distinct classes, thé canses of
disgrace, those which have been produced
by. our delinquencies, and those which
arise from ervors, nvolnntaly, orat least,
not crimimal. Remorse neeessa:iiy
duduﬂleideawefsrmof!)mnejus-
tice: for if we compare mot our actions
with this supreme Type of Equity, we
shall not experienca a stronger sentiment
than regret.

‘We may cons:derhumanhﬁam a two-
fold view, cither'as s game of chance, of
which the.gsin or the loss consists, in the
possessions of this wordd, or as a proba-
sion for eternity. If. weé belong to the
former, we . shall estimate eur conduct
. mevely s its conseqmences are likely to
sffloot our temporal interests; if we take
future existemce into the caladetion, we
mnst submit our inéentiens te the scmtiny
of conseience; -The man whose views
sxtend: not begond this terrestrial scene,
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may have regrets ; but it is only the tdlis
gious man, theit i xecessible to rédmrsé
Benisible that expiation is his first duty, he
ieMs 05 the conviction of consclenee, that
Be is bownd ‘to bedr the cotiseqderices 6f
s faele, arid to'devote kis future Gife to
régaration and Hfonemient. o' fhe dis:
grace medrded by hid faukt, e subthits as
wammmmﬁe Ras no right to evadé;
$Md assredly, fhotigh there até many
criines of # deeper dye than snicide, fiere
¥ notte by whTcN fiath appears so foral-
y %o redomhct the protéction of God.
Other pasion précipitite 'us' ‘fhfo
orimres, of which' the object s Mppines’;
but saftide Waphes a derlelictitn of K
andhope, which cannot be recdﬁbxlé’ﬁ Wit
any deniments of pity, * - ¢
- Whoevor i¥ ey toushed WitR remordy,;
wilt exdliin with the prodigal  soth ﬂ!
kriow whit 1 wil:do, T will-lse ard o
to my father, and say, Father, ¥ Have sin-
ted agditist hetven und before thee, and
c2
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am no more worthy to be called thy son.”
It is with such touching submission the
religious being expresses penitence ; and
the more guilty he appears in' his own
eyes, the less will-he think himself. at
liberty to dispose of his life, smce he has
hitherto failed to perform the duties ex-
acted by him from whom - he received the
gift. With regard to those delinquents
who have no belief* in a future state, and
whose respectability in this world is irre-
pearably lost, to them, suicide can be ob-
jectionable, merely as it may deprive
them of the few lucky chances they may
still retain, the value of which is to be
measured by the common calculations of
probabilities.

I bekieve it may be aﬁirmed that un-
. merited dishonour is never permanent.
The influence -of trath over the public
mind is such, that sooner or later we shall
surely be reinstated in its esteem. 'Fime
possesses something of a sanctity which
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appears to act independently even of the
events it unfolds. Itis a support to the
weak and unfortunate ; it is, in fact, one
of the mysterious forms, under which the
Deity manifests himself to man.

The Public, in many respects, so differ-
ent from the individual, and which,
though composed of many stupid beings,
is in itself an expanded intelligent mind ;
the Public which possesses generosity,
though numberless acts of selfishness and
folly are committed in its name, that Pub-
lic, always finishes by rallying on the side
of justice, whenever predominant and
momentary circumstances disappear. « In
patience possess you your souls,” says the
evangelist. It is the precept both of
piety and reason, and-like many others
contained in the sacred writings, at once
conveys the best counsel against worldly
care, and imparts'the best means for se-
curing worldly prosperity.
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Physical infirmities, incurahle malpdiasn
aud in fing all thoss miseries which axq in
the train of coppereal exigtenns afiord, the
most plansible reasons for snicide, yet it
is rarely, particulasly amongst the wor
derns, that sorrows of .this - description
bave gvey produced that effect. By evils
which flow in the common .cowrse: of mar
ture, we gre. appressed but not overwhelm-
ed; there must be a mixture of irritatisn
m what we suffer before we surrendar
ourselvestathat anger against destiny,from
which we wish to be enfranchised av
avenged 8¢ against the yoke of an op-
There is  singular species of ervor in
the teaaner in which the commen lot is
considered by the greater part of man-
kind, and so much does i influence our
mental impressions, that it cannot be too
strongly exposed. It should seem thatthe
task of resignation was easy when many
participated in our misfortunes, since we



REPLXCTIONS UPON SUICID®. 33
enly discover injustice in individaal evils :
but are not these varieties in general com-
pensatod, and are they not-I repeat, equale
ly comprehended in the lnws of natuve?

¥ shall mot here insist on those comasen
~ place censolations seggested by the hope
of a change in circumstances: (there are
seme evils not susesptible of this comfort),
bat I believe it may be boldly pronome.
od, that a course of study has solaced the
greatest part of those by whom it bas been
sought. In every oceupation there is
some view to the futare, andof this future
man has the most incessant meed. Our
faculties, like the vulture of Prometheus,
deveus our sonls if they have no action be-
yond ourselves. When we pessens imagi~
nation, (the greater part of those who
suffer, possess too much), we find ples-
sare always renewed in studying the best
productions of the haman mind, whether
we enjoy them as adwirers, or as artisis
A female gemins has said, that « lassitads
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is alwdys “mingled with grief,” -and _this
reflection is profound. Real lassitude, that
which is. endured by active minds, is.an
absence of interest for surrounding objects,
combined with those faculties which ren-
“der the interest necessary ; it is-the: tor-
ment of thirst; without the means of -gra-
tification, and Tantalus is - the -precise
image of a mind ‘thus affected. ' Occupa-
tion restores the taste for existence, and
the fipe arts possess at once the originality
_ of individual objects, and, the sublimity of-
universal ideas. They facilitate our <in-
tercourse with nature, which we may in-
deed love without the assistance of these
agreeable mediators, but which we learn
from them to enjoy with a superior relish.

. Whatever may be the sorrows into
which we are precipitated, we ought
never to forget the primary gifts of the
€reator, lifé and nature. Man in society
attatches too much importance to the
chain of circumstances of which his indi-
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vidual history. is composed. Jxistence
possesses in itself a wonderful charm : how
earnestly does, the - sick man: invoke this
'blessing P savages are: happy .with this
boon alone; the prisoner represents the
pure open air as. the supreme good ;. the
blind would sacrifice all they possess' for
the gift of sight ; the climates of the south
which .animate. colours, and diffuse per-
fumes, . produce. an indescribable :emotion
in the human. frame, and - philosophical
cansolations have less. power over the
mind than the enjoyments .occasioned by
a view of the earth and the Heavens.
What then we -anght- chiefly to cultivate
as the means of happiness, is the power of
contemplation. We are so bounded in
ourselves, so many eircaumstances agitate
and wound us, that we have incessant
need for plunging: into that ocean .of
boundless thaught, which like the Styx
may render us if net invulnerable, at. least
resigned,

cH



Nmad‘usvﬂvednretoruy, that we
con support whatever befals wsin this woeld,
wame will dare so to cemfide in his.own
sirength, as to answer for this. - There
are fow beings, even of such as ave endow.
od with superior faculties, whom despaiy
hes not-mere than onpee attacked, and life
frequently appeare anly a continued storm,
the wrecks of which are fesemdship, love,
sid glory. The banks of that time, which
Mes flawed during the course of life, are
cpvered by theix fragments. But when
we bave preserved: the. interior barmouy
of the soul,. we may still enter into & com-
lnneatwn with the works of theDmne
chmenyaf&d thereposeof&outh,
am&nhemtyntbgagunmmnoﬂho
universe, which is not intended to satiate
man, bat te predict to his mind happier
bhours. Immautable, exalted ideas, ad-
ways ave m a meaner the Divime
harmonies of nature, and diffuse calm




jsto the soul, by wineh they wre wn-
Wiy thew sieonld net some drops from
that cup whieh elevated thaa slsove mior.
tality be salutary to. ourselves? :
We accuse fate of malignity, becanse
it always strikes upon the most sensitive
part of our nature ; yet we ought not to ac-
cuse the malignity of fate, but the impetun-
osity of our desires, which precipitate us
against opposing obstacles, as in the ar-
dour of combat we inadvertently rush for-
ward upon the sword of the enemy. Be-
sides this, the instraction which ought to
result from misfortune, bears with the
greatest force upon that part of our cha-
racter which has the most need to be re-
pressed. We cannot admit a belief in God
without supposing: that he directs chance
in its operation upon man. We cannot
then conceive this chance to be a blind
power, and it therefore remains to be
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¢considered, whether he by whom it is go-
verned has granted to man the. liberty
either to submit or to withdraw from its
influence. 'We shall proceed to consider
this in the.second part of these reflections.
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A

' SECTION II.

What are the Laws :mpaaad upon us by
the Christian Relzgwn, relatwely to Su-
icide ?

Waen Job the man of grief was‘ at-
tacked by every species of ‘misfortune,
when he was deprived of his possessions
and his children, and was bowed down by
* the most poignant bodily sufferings, his
~ wife exhorted him to renounce life, to
“ curse God and die.” ¢ What,’ re-
plied he, “ shall T reccive good: Jrom
the hand of God and not evil,” and by
whatever sorrow he was assailed, this
reflection reconciled him to his situa-
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tion and his patience received its reward.
It has been generally believed that Job
preceded Moses, but at least he existed
before the Advent of Jesus Christ, and in
an epoch when the hope of immortality
was not guaranteed to the humam race.
‘What then at thistime would have been
his thoughts ? We observe in the Bible,
men such as Sampson and the Maccabees
devote themselves to death for the ae-
. compfishment of a design which they be-
lieved exalted and useful, but in no in-
stance .do ‘we find examples of suicide
where a disgust to the evils of life ave the
only cause. I no part has this desestion
of our appoiuted lot been considered even
as possible. - It has been frequemtly ob-
served, that there is no passage in the
Gaspel whieh conveys a. positive disappro~
batien of this act, but as the discourses. of
Jesus. Christ rather. trace the principles
of conduct than the detailed apphcahm
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of the law, is it not sufficiently clear that
the goneral spirit of the Gospel tends to
incitleate she most entire resignation to
the Diyine will? .

Blesaod are  they wmho uwtmc, says
Christ, for they shall be comforted, if any
one will coms after me, led him talbe wp Mis
crass and follow me. When ye are per-
secwled for my sake, happy are ys. In
all places he apnounces that his mission
is to teach men that the design of pmen
evil is to purify the soul, and that celestinl
happiness is obtained by our religiows ene
durance of them. This is the precise in-
tendion of the doetrine of Jesws Christ,
and elucidates the mystery of evil.

We may find many beantiful passages
respecting seciel morality both in the Fe-
brew prophets, and amongst the Pagan
philosophers, bat Jesus Christ descended
upen. ecarth to presch. charity; patience,
and faith, and thelevmuestud equally to
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comfort the miserable. 'The first, charity,
inculcates our duty to others; the second,
patience, instructs us in these consolations
to which we ought to recur; and the
third, faith, announces their recompence,
The greater part of the evangelical
maxims WJuld be deficient in. their basis
if they permitted the infliction of volun-
tary death ; for sorrow inspires the mind
with the necessity of calling upon God,
and the insufficiency of werldly possessi-
ons renders the prospect of another life
peculiarly necessary.- .

In the intoxication of prosperity we
rarely observe ‘a holy respeét for what is
sacred. The attraction towards worldly.
happiness is so. hvely, that ail other. ob-
jects fade; even the splendour of a future
existence. It was once said by a Ger-
man philosopher, to obtain suck a thing
I would subtract two millions of years
Jrom my eternal felicity, and he was sin-
gularly moderate in the sacrifice which
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he offered, since temporal enjoyments are
commonly much more lively than religi-
ous hopes, and spiritual life or chris-
‘tianity, which is one and the same
thing, would cease to exist if sorrow had
no root in the heart of man. Deliberate
suicide is perfectly irreconcileable with the
christian faith, which principally rests
upon the different duties of resignation.
With respect to suicide occasioned by
momentary delirium, or a transport of de-
spait, it ispossible the Divine Legislator of
thehuman race never had occasion to speak
of it amongst the Jews, who had never
exhibited an example of this species of
error, though he incessantly combated, in
the Pharisees the vices of hypaocrisy,
insincerity, and- unbelief. It might be
said that he considered the wrong direc-
tion of ‘the passions as maladies of the
mind, and not as its natural state, and
that he always directed his views
more to the general spirit of morality
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than to precepts, which may depend
upon particular circumstances.

- Jesus Christ incessantly commands
mankind not to be occupied with the
present life, but as it is connected with
immortality. Why take ye thought for
your raiment ? behold the killies of the
JSield! they work not, neither do they
spin; yet I say unso yow, that even Solo-
man in el his glory, was net drrayed
like one of these. Neither indolenee or
‘carelessness are, however, inculcated by
this passage, but a species of tranquillity
which weuld be useful even in the cura.
mon intereowrse of the werld. Con-
¢uerars term this sentiment a confidence
in their good fortune; religious mea,
affiance in the aid of ‘Providence ; but
both diseover in this internal disposition
of the mind, a species of sapport which
improves their Judgment even of worldly
gircumstances, and gives thcm ‘wings o
escape its evils,
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Some believe . they free themselves
from the chain of buman events by the
intention of selfmurder, should they fail
in the aceomplishment of their desires.
In a system like this we must conceive
#umelves precisely. at our own disposal,
anet at liberty te. quit our sitwation when-
gver our satisfaction in it has ceased. - If
the Gospel accorded with this, we should
discover in it. some lessons of prademce ;
but whatover belongs to virtwe can only
have a very restrained applieation, since
¥irtue consists alone in ‘the preference
which we give to others, or to the domi-
mion of duty over persenal interest, bat
when we renounce life solely because we
me longer enjoy it, we prefer ourselves to
others, and descend to the Kttleness of
agoelsm :

In every religions argument adduced
agamst suicide, that whieh has the most
frequently recurred. is the express prohi-
bition in the Pecalogue, Thou shalt not
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kill. Doubtless this "argument may be
admitted, but as’it is impossible te €on-
sider the man who destroys his own life
with the same eye as an assassin, the
true point in view in this question; is, that
happiness being the sole end of human
life, man ought to labour for perfection,
and consider his duties as having nothing
to compromise with his sufferings.

It was said by Marcus Aurelius, that
inére was no more of evil in parting from
life, than in going out of .a -smoky
chamber ; were this really the case,
suicide would be much more freque.nt,
for when once the, illasion of youth is
past, it is difficult to reflect upon the
course of past events, and to preserve the
same love of existence. We may persist
in this existence, through the fear of de-
parting from it, but if. this motive alone
retained us on earth, all those who have
vanqunhed terror by the habits of a
military profession, all those whose ima-~
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ginations are more impressed by the
spectte of life, than with those of death,
wduld spare themselves the long period of
suffering, which forms a gloomy contrast
to'the pleasures of youth. l
Rousseau, in his letter upon suicide, has
asked, Why should we be permitted to
cut off a leg,. if we may not equally take
away ‘life? “Has not the sill of God
given us both? ' A passage in the Gospel
replies preeisely to this ' sophism. =~ If
thy hand offends thee, cut it off. If thine
eye offends thee, pluck it out and cast st
Jrom thee. This passage of the Gospel
applies to temptation, and though not to
suicide, may be properly used in refu-
tation of the argument of Rousseau.
Man is permitted to use his effort for
curing every species of physical evil, but
he is prohibited from destroying his exist-
ence, or, in other words, he has received
the power of choosing between good
and evil. By this power he exists, by it
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he must be renewed; swd every thing is
subordinate to that principle of aetion
whicli is entirely cmected witb hil!
exertion of liberty. :

In encouraging men to sapport the
troubles of life, Jesus Christ incessankly
cally their attention to the efficacy of
prayer. Knock, and it shall be opened
wnbo you ; Ask, and you shall reveives bat
the hopes thas ‘given have no convection
with the events of humen life; prayer
predoninates over the dispositions of the
mind. Intermal tranvuillity, and exterfint
prosperity, we equally denominste happi-
mess, yet mothing can more essentially
differ than these different sourtes of etix
joyment.  The philosophers of the
eighteenth contury hive supported moras
ity upon the positive advantages which
it procures in society, and have considered
it as selfsinterest well understood. Chris< -
tianity has transferred the seat of our
purest sutisfactions to the recesses: of
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the soul. 'The philosophers promise tems
poral advantages to the virtuous, and on
seme accoums they are right; for in the
common course of events it is probable
that the blessings of this Ffe accompany
moral conduct; but if the expectation
respecting this was chimerical, despair
might then be legitimate ; for virtue being
merely considered as specalative, when
that failed, existence might be quitted.
Christianity, on the contrary, places
happimess supremely -in the impressions
dependent upon consciemce. Have we
not frequently proved, even apart from
refigious considerations, that our internal
feelings were not always in unison with
our circemstances, and that we have ex-
perienced more or less of happiness than
would have resalted from a right view of
our situation ? If this is a simple effect
of the weakness of human nature, how
much of mcreased power may be pro-
duced in the mind by the holy and secret
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influence of. piety? Let us ask those virtu-
ous beings who-have been visited by. af-
flictian, whether they have not spmetimes
experienced an unexpected tranquillity of
soul? Tnsuch moments a strain of celess
tial harmony is heard in the desert, and it
seems to announce that the rock. shal
pour forth the living waters. .. .,

- When Louis XVI. the most vnrtuous
and respectable victim, *faction . ever
immolated, was led to the scaffold,
he was asked what ass1stance would in
this abyss of mlsfortune be granted him
from the hand of God? In a moment
was heard the angelic invocation in the
voice of the minister who attended him, ex-
claiming, Son of St, Louw ascend to heav_eu !
His worldly greatness, his celestial hopes
were united in these simple words.. In
recalling to his mind his illustrious race,
they elevated him above the ignominy to
which he was subjected, they invoked his
forefathers, who extended their crowns to
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wedeome the arrival of the Saint- into’
celustial wwnsions. Pertrps i this’
instant he perdeived thetii with the éye 'of
faithy -Ble approached the bbundariés of*
tinte; aid owr ‘calculations of its progress’
concerned liwi no miore, Who knows'
what delights‘the effects of oné coinpas-'
sionaté sentiment mlght produce’ in hIs
sordl 7

When a sanguinary hand  bound’
those hanids- which had borne the sceptre
of France, thie" sanie’ envoy' of God ad-
dretsed’ his king' with' the words, Sire,
thity' was' our Lord conducted to death.
What asdistance must he have afforded to
the martyr i recalling this divine model!
In fact, is not’ the most sabfime instance
of the saérifice of life the basis of christian
" belief? and doés not this example strong-
ly ¢ontrast the difference between - the
martyr and” the self-destroyer. Phe-
martyr sérves the cause of religion ‘by
shédding his blood for the benefit of man-

” N .
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kind ; he who is guilty of suicide per--
‘verts every sentiment of courage, and.
roakes his death his . disgrace. '  The:
‘martyr instructs men in the power of
conscience, which can elevate him above:
the strongest physical evil;" the sel-
Westroyer proves also the power of will
over conscience, but it is that of a dis-
tracted charioteer who is no longer capa-
ble of holding the reins of.his car, and
precipitates himself into an abyss instead
of directing it to its proper destination.
-1t may be said that in the commission of
this terrible crime the mind experiences
a degree of fury which in one instant con-
centrates an eternity of torments.

The concluding scene in the life of
Jesus Christ,” seems peculiarly intended
to confute those who contend for the
right of destroying life,to escape misfor-
tune. The dread of sufféering seized him
who had willingly devoted himself to
death for the good of mankind. He
prayed a long time to his Father in the
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garden of the Mount-of Qlives, and .his
. countenance was shaded by the anguish
of death... My Father, he cried, if it.is.
possible let this cup pass from me.  Thrice
~ withtears wasthis prayerrepeated. Allthe
sorrows of eur nature had passed through
his divine mind; like us he feared the
violence of men, like us perhaps he.re-
gretted those whom he had cherished and
loved, his mother and his disciples ; Like
us, (probably more forcibly than us,) he
loved this earth, and the celestial plea-
sures resulting from active benevolence
for which, he incessantly thanked his Fa-
ther. But not able to avert the destined
. chalice, he cried, Oh, my Father, let thy
will be dome, and resigned himself into
the hands of his enemies. What more
-can be sought for in the Gospel respecting
resignation to grief, and the duty of sup-
porting it with fortitude and patience ?
The resignation we abtain by religions
belief is a kind of moral suieide, and in
D2
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that respect is precisely the reverse of
suicide itself; for the end of self-remun-
ciation is consecrated to the good of others,
whilst suicide occasioned through disgast,
to life is only saagwitery mourning for in-
dividnal happiness.

St. Paul observes that those who pass:
thair lives in pleasure are dead while they
Gve. Every page in the sacred writings
shows the great difference understood be-
tween the man of the world and that of.
eternity. The former places life in what
the other considers as-spiritual death. It
is then to be expected that the worldly
man should honour sunicide, whilst he who
directs his views to immortality exalts mar-
tyrdom ; for whoever founds his morals
" upon earthly happiness, detests life when
it deceives his promise, whilst he who
makes real felicity consist in his commu-
nications with the Deity, may enjoy hap-.
piness in defiance of man, and we may
even say in despite of fortume. When
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the afflictions of life have taught. us the
insufficiency of our own strength, and the
omnipotence of God, there is produced
in the soul a species of regeneration, the
sweetness of which is inexpressible. Men
then judge themselves as they judge
others, place their consciences between
‘their own personal interests and these of
their opponents, remain calm under their
own appoiated lot, in the conviction that
the issues of it are not in their hands,
~ Selfdove is also sabdued, from the cer-
fainty that it is not from themselves, but
from mankind at large to whom they may
look for justice. They are in fine, tran-
-quillized under the meost insupportable
-evil, that of the injustice of friends, either
in the acknowledgment of their own im-
perfections, or in confiding to the bosom
of him who has best loved them their most
secret thoughts, or in directing their sen-
sibility to the Being whence it is derived.
What a difference is there between this
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religious self-denial to terrestrial warfare,
and the fury by which men are led to sink
under their sufferings! Self renunciation
is indeed in every respect adverse to
saicide. o

In addition to this, how can we believe
ourselves . secured by’ suicide from the
troubles with which we are pursued?
-What certainty has the Atheist of anni-
hilation P or the Sophist ‘of the mode of
existence reserved for him? When So-
crates 'taught the Greeks his" doctrine of
the immortality of the soul, many of his
disciples, and some of the studious of his
time, devoted themselves to "voluntary
death, greedy to taste that intellectual

life; of which the confused images of Pa-
~ ganism had not presented a single idea.
The emotion which must be occasioned
by so novel a doctrine, might easily be-
wilder persons of ardent imagination ; but
how are Christians, to whom the promises
~ of fature life have been united with
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‘threatenings of retributory justice, how
can they hope that suicide will terminate
their sufferings ? If the soul survives death
will the sentiment by which it has been
filled, whatever may be its nature, com-
‘pose no longer a-part? Who can know
what connection may exist between earth-
ly’ remembrances and celestial enjoy-
ments ? Ought man from his own sug-
gestions to brave that dangerous shore
from whence he is naturally repulsed by
the strongest terrors? How can we de-
stroy by wilful caprice, (and such may
be termed every sentiment not founded
upon duty) the work of God in our
hearts? How determine upon death when
‘we could not have secured birth? How
answer for our eternal state when the
most trivial actions in this transient scene
of existence have occasioned the most
poignant regrets? Who can conceive
he is able to controul those aperations
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of destiny which govern his state in
life, and say, it is too much ?

In resorting to suicide men equally re-
volt against nature and nature’s God.
Natural death is comwonly ameliorated
by the decline of our natural powers, and
in sacrificing life to its duties we are
supported by the elevation of virtue; but
the self-destroyer seems to arrive with
‘hostile arms upon the opposite banks of
the tomb, and boldly challenges the spe¢-
tres of terror which juhabit its gloomy
.mansions,

. What despair must accompany an ac-
tion like this! What compassion, what
pmfound compassion shoyld be felt for
its wiserable object; hut let not hyman

d,e be blended in the action. Let not
the unhappy conceive he is more a man
for being less a- Christian, and that an in-
telligent being knows not where to place
the moral dignity of man, .
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SECTION IIL
Of the Moral Dignity of Man.

Tar greater proportion of individuals in
their present state of existence attend
either to their own natural good, or to
their consideration in the world, and in
the multitude these two objects are united.
But the importance of the former, con-
sists in the ascendancy acquired by power

‘and fortune ; and in the latter the respect
inspired by talents and virtue. Those

who pursue power and fortune desire how-

ever that they should be considered as

possessed of* moral qualities, and still

more of superior talents; but this is only

a secondary object, which must yield ta
P o
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the preceding ; for the depraved know-
ledge of mankind teaches us that the
most solid advantages of this lfe are those
which procure us the assistance rather
than the esteem of men.

‘We may leave here as perfectly foreign
to the subject those whose ambition has
no object superior to fortune and power,
but shall examine with attention in what
consists the moral dignity of man, and
this' examination will necessarily lead us
to consider the immolation of life under
two precisely oppesite points of view, the
sacritice inspired by virtue, and the dis-
gust which results from disappointed pas-
gion. We have already in connection
with religion opposed martyrdom to sui-

"cide, and we may in connection with mo-
ral digoity produce the contrast between
a devotedness to duty, and a rebellion
sgaint our circumstances in life.

- A devotedness to duty would commonly
induce us rather to receive than to inflict
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‘death, yet there are amongst the ancients
"instances of suicide proceeding from this
source. Curtius threw himself into the
‘gulph to fill it up; Cato fell upon- his
sword to éonvin(ge the world that one free
spirit existed under the dominion of Cee-
‘sar ; ‘but such men do not destroy them~
selves merely to escape from sorrow.; the
‘first desired to save his country; aund the
other offered an example to the world, the
ascendancy of which still exists. -Cato
‘passed the - preceding night in perusing
the Pheedon of Socrates in which suicide
is precisely condemned ; but this exalted
patriot knew that he made not the sacri-
fice to himself, bat to the cause of liberty,
and according to circumstanees this cause
‘may-exact the waiting for death like So-
‘crates, or the mﬂlctton of deat.lr like
‘Cato.

The char: actemtxc orf true moral d:g«-
‘pity in man b a devotedness to duty
“What we perform.‘on our. individual . ac-
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goupt may. possess @ degree of greatpess
which cpmmands admiration, but this ad-
miration j§ only due to the sacrifice of
self .unden whatevgr form it may he pre-
gented. An elevated mind incessantly
tends tq free us from whatever is purely
selfish, and to uynite us to the sublime
views of the Creator of the universe.
The powers of affection and thought only
comfort and exalt us when they tear the
mind from persopal impressions. Duty
and enthusiasip ditfuse a purer air into the
basom ; self-love, irritation, and impa-
tiepce, are enemies which conscience it
Yokes g to cambat, and the series of life
in a moral being nearly consists in the
contjnual action and re-action of internal
strength against external circumstances,
and of external circumstances against this
strength. This is the true measure of the
greatness of man, but it is only entitled
to our adwmiration in the generous being
‘who opposes himsglf to himgelf, and kuows



REFLBOTIONS UPON SYICIDR. €61

how to make the sagrifice which is re-
guired. ) '
Genijus and talents may produce great
effects in the world, but when their direc-
tion hes no other objeet than the personal
ambition of the possessor, they no longer
copstitute a divine nature in man. They
are enly auxiliaries to address, to pru-
dence, and to all those worldly qualities,
the type of which exists in the inferior ani-
nals, though its perfection belangs to man.
The paw of a fox, or the polluted pen
of him who sells his opinion for bis inter-
est, . is precisely the same as far as res-
pects moral dignity. A man of genins
who advances his own interest at the ex-
peuce of huvman happiness, however en-
dowaed. by superior qualities, is really
welfish,” and the principles of his conduet
are ‘erely those of animal life. The
distinction between <onsciousness and
instinct, is the feeling and the knowledge
of duty, apsl dwky always consists in the
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sacrifice of self to the good - of others.
The whole problem of moral life is in-
claded in this, all the dignity of a hu-
men being is-in proportion to. his force,
niot only against death, but against exist-
ing interests. 'The ather force, that
which overturns the ebstacles opposed to
our desires, has saccess for its recom-
pence, as well as its objeet; but he is
net ‘more admirable for using his un-
derstanding, to subject others to his pas-
sions, than for employing his feet to walk,
or his hands to receive; and in the esti-
mation of moral qualities, the motive
of .actions .can alone determine their va-
lde. ' ' . .
+ Hegesippus, of Cyrene, the disciple of
Aristippus, at.the same time inculeated
suicide and sensuality, He advanced
that men ought to pursue no other object
than pleasare in this life, but as it
is very diflicult to secure enjoyment
he recommended death to those by
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wliom they could not be obtained. This-

. doctrine affords the best motive for sui-

cide, and evinces the species of selfish-

- ness with which it is blended, as I have

already said with an act by wlnch self

‘must be destroyed.

- A Swedish philosopher, named Ro-
beck, wrote a long dissertation upon sui-
cide, and Kkilled himself after he had
composed it. This doctrine was, that
we should encourage a contempt of life,
even so far as the commission of hemi-
cide. Do not the most flagitious charac-
ters also despise life? KEvery thiog eon-
sists ‘in - the motive which produces the-
sacrifice. Suicide, relative to itself, which
has been cavefully distinguished from the
sacrifice of existence to virtue,. proves
only one thing in:respect to courage,
which is, that the will overpowers physi-
eal ‘instinct : thousands-of soldiers inces-
santly - prove this truth. - Inferior ani-
mals, it is observed, never destroy them.
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selves. Reflection is no part of their
-nature ; they appear at present to be en-
chained, ignorant of the future, and to
have collected nothing bit habits from
~ the past. But no sooner are their pas-
sions irritated, than they brave danger,
and even that last danger, which we call
death, of which they have doubtless no
idea. The courage of a large propor-
tién of men depends also wpon this ab-
sence of foresight. Robeck has, there-
fore, been erroneous in thus exalting the
contempt of life. There are two ways
in which it may be sacrificed, either be-
cause we give to virtne a preference over
self, or because we yield the preference
to passion, and’ are unwilling to live,
when we have lost the hope of happi-
ness. This sentiment is not entitled to
esteem ; but to fortify our minds by the
operation of our own thoughts, amidst
the reverses of life; to support our coa-
rage by. the exertion .we only can make,
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by oppasing peace of consclencev‘mthe
irritation of temperament, this is “vte
.courage, compared to which what re-
sults fvom the constitution is little, what
ds inspired by selfdeve, still less.

Some persons advance that theve are
cironmstances where, finding ourselves
aonly burthensome to others, it-becomes a
duty to deliver them from the weight. One
the most powerful means of introducing
an error in morals, is, to suppose sitoa-
dions to which there is nothing to he ob-
jected except that they do not exist.
‘Where is the wretch who will never meet
@ being to whom he may afford some cen-
solation? - Where is" the unfortunate
man who, by his patience and resignation,
may not give an affecting example te
others, and preduce feelings whieh the
‘most powerful precepts could never in-
spire? . One half of life is its decline
-what then has been the intention of the
Creator, in presenting this melaneholy per-
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spee¥we to man, to man, whose ima-
gidhtion requires hope, and who only
prizes what he already possesses as the
means of obtaining' more. It is obvious
that the Creator has willed that mortals
should depend upon themselves, and that
the great effort of disinterestedness should"
commence long before the waste of
strength has rendered it more easy.

'No sooner have you attained mature
age than you hear your death spoken of.
Do you marry your children? you are
then called upon to estimate their pro-
perty when you will be no more. Pa-
rental duties consist in a series of sacri-
fices, and no sopner have children attain-
ed the age of reason, than almost all the
enjoyments they give are founded upon
the sacrifices made to them. If then
enjoyment was the only end in life, we
_ought to destroy ourselves as soon as we
cease .to be young, when we begin to de-
scend that mountain whose summit was
crowned with so many brilliant illusions.
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" A man of genius, who had been com-
plimented upon the courage with which
"he had supported great reverses of
fortune, replied, “ I am even 'coun-
soled for having past the age of twenty-
five.” In fact, there are few sorrows ri;ore
bitter than the loss of youth. It may be
said that the mind accustows itself to this
by degrees—without doubt, time is the ally
of reason ; it weakens the resistance we are
disposed to make, but where is the impetu-
ous mind which is not irritated by the at-
tacks of old age? Are the passions calmed
. in the same proportion as bodily energies
decline? Do we not frequently view a re-
‘newal of the punishment of Mezentius, by
the union of a living souP with a deceased
body, inseparable enemiés: to each other?
What availthese gloouiy precursors, which
nature has appeintéd to precede death,
if it was not ordained that we should ex-
ist without the pleasure, and that weshould
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daily resign flower after flower the crown
of life.

Savages not having the same ideas of
religion or the philesophy of man, con-. ‘
ceive they confer a benefit upon their an-
cestors by killing them when they are old.

This action is founded upon the same
principle as suicide. It is certain that
happiuess, In the acceptation of it, afford-
ed by the passions, the enjoyments of self-
_love, at least, can no longer exist for the
aged ; but it possesses that, which, by its
development of moral dignity, seems to
announce the approach of another life, as
.in the loug days of the north, the twilight
of evening is mingled with the dawn of
" the following day. I have seen those |
noble looks inspired with futurity ; and
they seemed to announce, as a prophet,
the old man, who was no longer occupied
with the cares or pleasures of life, but re-
generated by his elevation of mind, asif he
had already passed the tomb. Thus may =~
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we be armed aguinst misfortune ;—thus,
even in the strength of life, circumstances
frequently give the signal for that de-
tachment from existence which time will-
sooner or later demand.

“ You have very humble thoughts, will
be ebjected by some, who are persuaded
that greatness consists in the goods of for-
tune and our superiority to surrounding ob--
jects, when on the contrary, it results from
the power of self-command. Such per-
-sons contrast Christianity with the philose- -
phicalsystems of theancients,and pretend
that their doctrines were more favourable
to energy of character, than those which
‘have resignation for their basis. But:
certainly we cannot confound resignation
to the will of God, with condescension to
the power of man. Those heroic patri-

ots of antiquity, who would rather em- -

brace death than slavery, were capable!
of a religious submission to the decrees
of Heaven, whilst the modern writers;’

-
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who assert that Christianjty enfeebles the
mind, would in defiance of their apparent
strength, bend under tyranpy with more
spppleness than a weak but truly christian-
like old man.

Socrates, the most honoured of sages,
refused to escape from his prison when he
was condemned to die. He conceived it his
duty to give an example of obedience to
the legislature of his country, though it
was unjust towards him. Does not this.
sentiment belong to real firmness of cha-
racter 7 What grandeur was there also
in his philosophical conversation upon the
ipmortality of the soul, continued with
so much serenity till the instant when the
poison was presented to his lips! During
two thousand years, men of intellect,
heroes, poets, artists, have by their wor-
ship, consecrated the death of Socrates ;
but of those thousands of suicides caused
by disgust or the weariness of life, with
- which the annals of every country of the
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world are filled, what traces are left in the
remembrance of posterity ? -

. If the ancients'are proud of Socrates,
Christians, without ‘enimerating the mar--
tyrs, may produce nnmerous.éxamples of
that noble strength of mind, opposed to
which the irritation and dejection ‘which
produce suicide, will only appear worthy
of pity. Sir Thomas More, the chancel-
lor of Henry the 8th, was confined dur-
ing a whole year in the Tower of Lon-
don, and every day rejected’ the offers:
made him by a powerful king, to be re-
instated in his favor, on condition of sup-’
pressitig the conscientious scruples - for’
which” he had been removed. During-
one year he learned to die, and died lov-.
ing life, which redoubles the greatness of
his "sacrifice. Celebrated -as an auther,
he delighted in' those intellectual occtipa-~
tions ‘which filled every hour with conti.-
‘nually increasing -interest. Oné beloved:
daughter, who could appreciate the ge-
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nius of such a father, diffused over the
interior of his household. & contmusd
charm, Plunged into:a dangeon,; enclosed
within thoge bars which.coald .only he pe-~
netrated by broken and mtetrupted light;:

.and with the knowledge that, not Fir from.

this gloomy residence was a delightfl-
mansion, upon the .verdant banks: of .the
Thames, which offered him the re-umvn of.
overy pleasure which the affections of his!

_family and philosophical studies could:

afford, yet did be remain- unshaken, the
scaffold could notiotimidate him, his feeble-
heaith, rudely shaken, could not weaken.

* hie resolyttion ; he fourid- support.in the ex-'

adtation: of the:soul, which .is unexhaust-
able, because:itis-etérnal. He idied bew
cause he willed it ; sacrificing to-his con-.
scienve; happmess,’and life ; surrendering:
everyenjoyment to that feeling-.of duty:
whiicly is' the parfection . of - humian nature,’
that which. ftuctifies the mind, -us in the:

i
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physieal order of the universe, the sun en-’
lightens the world. ' '
England, the birth-place of this virtu-
ous eitizen, in ‘which se many others have'
feeely sacrificed life to virtue:-—-England-
is distinguished as the country in’ which'
the greatest wamber of mitides are com-
matted ; and we are, with reason, astonish-
ed, that in a nation where religion exer-
cises an extended and noble empire, the
example of such error should be afforded.’
"Phose, however, who represent the En-'
glish as men of cold characters, suffer
themselves to be deceived by the reserve’
of their manners. The English charac-
ter is; in fact, very lively and even impe-
tuous ;their admirable constitution, which'
in the most exalted degree developes’
their moral powers, is of itself sufficient to
their. calls for thought end action ; the
mounoteny -of -existence agrees not with
them, theugh they frequently constrain’
 themselvesto it. They then diversify with
‘ B
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bodily exercises the species of hfe which
to us appeat so uniform,

" No nation has been so adventurous as
the English. From one end of the world to
the other, from the fall of the Rhine to
the cataracts of the Nile, whatever has
been attempted, either singular or daring
has been done by the English. . Extraor-
dinary wagers, sometimes even blameable
excesses are a proof of the vehemence of:
their character: their respect for the laws,
that is, the moral law, the political law,
and the laws of decorum, externally re-
press their natural ardour of character,
but it does not the less exist; and wken
circumstances deprive it of food, when
chagrin invades their vivid imagination,
the ravages they produce are incalcula-
ble. ‘

- Ttisasserted that the climate of Eng’-
land has a singular tendency to produce
melancholy. Of this I cannot judge, for

‘the sky of liberty has always appeared to
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me peculiarly pure, but I cannot believe
that the frequency of suicide is attributa~ -
ble to.physical causes. . The northern
Heavens are less .agreeable. than that of
. England, yet under.them thepe is less dis~
gust. to_life,  becamse the mind has less
need for action and variety. Another cir~
cumstance which renders .suicide more
frequent in England is the extreme im-
portance.attached to public opinion: No
sopner is the reputation of a man impair<
ed, than life becomes insupportable,
This extreme horror of censure, is cer-
tainly a very necessary restraint to the
greater part of mankind, -but there is
something infinitely more noble in possess-
ing an asylym within our own hearts, and
to find there a sanctuary where the voice
of God invites us to repent of our sins, or
recompenses us for our good though mis-
taken intentions.

Suicide rarely takes place amongst the
mhablt.ants of the south, The air they

B2
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bresthe inopires a love of dife, the empire
of public opimion has less weight in =
ovantry where there is less need for soei-
ety, the enjoyments of these .delightinl
‘scenes of neture satisfly equally the greut
snd the litdle. ‘The wspring of Italy is in
ftoelf sufficient to diffeme lhqymeu into
emy humaen being.

* Gérmany presents meny -instances of
suicide, but the oswses are very different,
and frequently very capricious, as must
natarally be the resuit.among a people
where metaphysical enthusiosm predomi-
nautes, which has ne fixed object, or use-
ful end. The defects of the Genmans re-
sult more from their eircumstances then
their character, and these they would
doubtless easily comect, if there existed
dmong them « politicalsystem, calontated
to -epen & career to men who ave weorthy
of being patriots.

An event which has lately taken place
& Berlm may afford some idea of the sin-



REFLECTIGNS UPCN SWICEDR. 77

gular exaltation of whick the Germass
are sasceptible *, the particalar matives

~ which: occasiened the error of two indivi-

duals, whatever they may be, are of litthe
importance, batthe enthwmsiasm with which
some of our cotemporaries have spoken of
am aetion for which we ought to sne for- the
grestestindulgence, merits the moss seviows
attention. If two persens eminewtly unfor..
tunate hadresorted to desth, imploring the
cempassion of feeling hearts, and recom-

~mending themselves to the pruyers of

* M. de K. andMadunede V. two persons ef
very estimable characters, departed from Berlia,
their usual place of abode, about the close of the
year 1811, to an Inn at Potzdam, where they spent
some hours in taking refreshment, and in singing
together. the canticles. used on receiving the Levds
Supper. After this, with mutual consent, the mon
blew out the brains of the lady, and killed himgelf
immediately after. Madame de V. bad a father,
husband, and a daughter; Monsieur de K was 8
poet, and an officer of merit.
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pious minds, nove could have refused their
sympathy for the sorraws which deprived
them of veason,  whatever might be the
species - of folly- it -suggested. But can
' Wé represent a mutual assabsination, as
‘the sublimity of reasom, religion, and love?.
can we give the appellation of virtue
to the conduct of a-woman who: voluata-
rily absolves herself from the'duties of.a
daughter, wife, and mother ? or to a man
who makes use of his courage to depart
in this way from life ?

- Yet was this woman so satisfied with
the action she committed, as to write in
dying, that she would from the height of
Heaven watch over her daughter ; and
whilst the righteous freqmently tremble on
the bed of death, she believed herself -
secure of the pertion of the blessed. Two
beings who are termed estimable, admit-
ted religion as a third actorin a scene the
most sanguinaryand revolting ! Two chris-
tians compared murder to the holy com-
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munion, and kavlng open beside them the
canticle chaunted by the faithful when they
meetto vow obedience to the divine model
of resignation and patience. Whatadeliri-
um in the woman, and what an abuse of his
faculties in the man! Might not he be
properly termed an assassin, even though
be had obtained the consent of the unfor-
tunate being he immolated ? Could a mo-
mentary impulse of the ever-vacillating
will give a fellow creature the right of in-
fringing the eternal principles of huma-
nity and justice? It may be said, that
the perpetrator of this crime, killed him-
- self almost at the same moment as his
friend, but who could imagine he had
this feracious righ of property in another’s
existence, even though he should conceive
he was aunthorized to dispose of his own?
Baut ‘had this man who resolved to die,
no country ? Coald he not combat for her
sake? Was there no noble and perilous’
enterprize in which he might offer a great
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_example? What is that, he has given ?
He surely did not expect that the haman
race should ever enter into a convention
to abdicate the gift of life! And yet,
what other censequence could be drawn
from the suicide of two beings whose
enly misfortune it was, that they lived?
For these two faithfol friends there
remained perhaps a yemw, at least a
day, to see each other, to convewse to-
gother, when by their own act they
sanihilated this space of happiness. One
of these could disfigure the features in
which he had read generous thoughts, the
other wished no longer to hear the voice
which bed inspired them in her sonl.
Yet all this barbarity which should seem
to have been prompted by hatred, was
called love; im their intercourse we are as-
sured there was the most perfect innocenee!
And is this enoagh to justify such feroei-
ouns madness? And what advamtage de
not such delusions give to those, who
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cousider enthusiasm as an evil? Trueene
thusiasm should wnite with reason; which
itsgenial warmth developes. How can op-
position be supposed 10 exist between two
qualities common to the human soul, and
which are as rays of the same focua?

‘When reasen is said to be incompatible
with enthusiasm, calculation is substitated
for the one, and folly for the other. There
is reason i enthusiasm, and .enthusiasm
in, reason, whenever either of these springs
from pature alope, and is pure snd use
mingled with affectation. One is. astoms
ished to find vanity and affectation im &
seicide ; those sentiments so lhittle and
frivelous in life, t0 what are they :net res
deuced at the hour of death? The sirongs
est: feelinga rlone should seem eapable of
urging the mind fo this mast terrible ca.
tastzophe ; but it is ve dafficalt. for man to
imsgine to himself the eud. of existenes;
that be associates the .most mvserable i
terests of this werkd, with the solems aet

o)
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of leaving it, his passions still ‘lingering
on the verge of the grave.

In examining the manner in which the
‘double suicide of Berlin was accomplish-
ed, it is impossible not to discover senti-
‘mental affectationinone of the parties,and
philosophical vanity in the other. On the
‘evening of that day, in which the action
is to be committed, the mother sends her
daughter to the play, as if a parent’s death
ought to be considered as a festival by the
child, whose young heart was thus to re-
ceive all the false impressions -of a be-
wildered imagination.

‘This- mother dresses herself in new
attire as a holy victim. In the letter
addressed to her family; she- enters into
the most minute domestic details, in or-
der to shew her indifference for the act,

-she was' about to commit—indifference,
-gracious God; in disposing of .one’s-self,
Wwithout thy -otder, in passing from life
to -death ‘when neither nature nor duty
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" aids to pass the abyss.—The man who
was soon to become his friend’s execu-
tioner, partakes with her a banquet, ex-
citing himself with songs and spirituous
liquors, as if he dreaded. the return of
veason. Has not this map the.air of an aus
thor without genius, ambitious to produce
by a.real catastpophe, those tragic effects
to which.he proved unequal in poetry?

In every instance it will be found
that tiue superiority, affects no whim-
sical . singularity, and simply  implies
an energy more strong, and mere i
tense than is experienced by. the mass
of men. Genius i, in some respects,
popular, and has certain points of cons
tact with the feelings of the majority. It
is otherwise. with the inflated spirit, o
distempered imagination : those who pant
to triuzaph over their equals, and to extort
attention from the public, are apt to
fancy they have made. discoveries. in
same unknown. regions. of the human
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heart, and even carry this infataatiom
so far, as to persuade themselves, that
what revolts the common sense of man.
kind, s of a more exalted cast, than
what is universally relished and approved:
8 gigantic vanity, which, if we may use
the phrase, tarus us out of human natxre,
and isolates us from oar own species. It
is for the eloquence and .inspiration of
genius, to re-animate that latent feeling
which exists in the busom of the mest ob-
scure individual, but which hes perbaps,
been stiffed by apathy or vulgar oare.
It is for nobler minds, by their writings,
or their actions, to disperse the ashes which
sometimes cover the sacred fire—But to
ereate 2 mew world, whelly strange to
" hbuman sympathy, in which virtue is
made to abandon its duties, religion to
rovolt from divine authority, and love
to immolate what it edores; this is the
poor result of sentiments without hars
mony, snd facultics withowt strength;
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of & ¢raving desire for celebrity, to which,
- the gifts of nature, are wholly inade-
quate. ‘

It would be needless to enlarge on an
act of phrenzy, for which some personal
sircumstances, unknown to us, might per-
haps afford palliation, if this event had
not found apologists and almost panegy-
rists in Germany. The spirit of system, so
predominant in German writers, is with
them discoverable in almost all the rela-
tions of life. In the simple truths already
kmown,there is not sufficient scope to satisfy
their energiesof mind, and they are as am-
bitious of innovating in sentiment and
conduct, as in literature and' criticism.
As, however, i all the combinations of
art and science, we find nothiong to efface
our impressions of the glorions sun and
the majestic ocean—nothing to destroy
our aptitudes to receive pleasure from cer-
tain objects in nature, why should
not the affections of the heart also be'im-
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mutable in their pﬁngiples, ‘however va-
rious in their effects? : Is there not much
more soul in what is universally felt and
uynderstood, than in' those. human mon-
sters, those abortive inventions. of the
imagination, crude and i incongraous asa
fantastic tale. L

The gift of existence, is the. miracle of
every moment ; and there is something so.
sublime in the Thought and the Sentiment
of which it is composed, that one cannot
without astonishment contemplate one’s -
being, with those faculties it hestows.
And shall we then rashly squander in a.
moment of impatience, or listlessness, that,
breath of life, with which we have felt,
love, cherished genius, and adored the
Divinity? Shakspeare says, in speaking:
of suicide ;

And then what's brave—what’s nable,

Let’s do it afier the high Roman fashion,
And make death proud to take us.



REFLECTIONS UPON SUICIDE. 87

- But adwitting, that we should be in-
capable of that resignation which reposes
on Christian principles, we ought at least
to return to the classical beauty of cha-
racter in the Ancients, and make glory our
divinity, even though we should not be
worthy to immolate that very glory to a
more sublime virtue.

'We have shewn that the suicide, whose
object is to lay down the burthen of life,
bears not the self-devoted, but the self-
indulgent character, and consequently is
unworthy to inspire enthusiasm. Neither
enterprise, nor even courage, merits
praise, but as it is the instrument of that
generous magnanimity, which can pro-
duce greater miracles than genius. Emi-
nent talents do not always ensure success,
but the re-union of religious and patrio-
tic views is infallible. Nothing is truly
great, in which some virtue does not

- participate. Every other rule of judg-
ment inevitably leads to error. The
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events of this world, however important
they appear to us, are sometimes moved
by the smallest springs, in which,
chance claims its part; but there can be
neither littleness nor casualty in a gene-
rous sentiment ;. whether it impels us to
offer our life, or exacts the sacrifice of
a single day; whether it eams the
erown, or s lost in obscurity and ob-
livien ; whether it inspires chefs-d’ anvres,
or suggests- a simple benefit, all this is .
nothing ; it is a generous sentiment, and
by that title alone, ought men to admire
the words, or the actiouns of Man.
Examples of suicide have sometimes oc-
eurred in the French nation ; but neither
melancholy ner enthusiasm has produced
them, the action having almowt always ori«
ginated in calamity. In committing
it, the.sufferers have shewn the intre.
pidity, and with it the levity, by
which the French are often character-
fwed. To their hemour, the crowds of

.
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emigrants, created by the revolution, have
supported the wost cruel privations, with
a degree of equanmnity, of which no
other nation would kave been capable;
their mind is rather turned to action then
reflection, and in this maamer to exist,
detaclies ‘themy from the pains of exist-
ence. 'The most severe trial imposed on
the Frenchman, & separation from his
beloved couotry; and. imdeed, "of - what
country had he not to boast, before it
was destroyed by faction, and degraded
by despotism ? 'What country should we
not see revived, if it was the nation that
disposed of her?

The imagination presents to itself,
that beautiful France, which should re-as-
semble us under her azure skies; those
friends who would weep with joy on
again beholding their former companions,
those recollections of infancy—those
vestiges of our first dearest connexions,
which we should retrace at every step:
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such a retarn would appear to us, as a
sort of terrestrial resurrection, as another
better life annexed to this below. But
if ‘this supreme felicity is not reserved
for us by Heaven, in whatever region we
may exist, we will pray for that beloved
country -which must become so glorious,
whenever it shall learn to know liberty—
that is, when it shall possess the political
security established by Justxee' '
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A SHORT ACCOUNT OF LADY JANE
GREY.

LApY Jane Grey was the great niece
of Henry VIII. Her grandmother,
Mary, was the sister of that Prince, and
the widow of Louis XII. after whose
death, she espoused the Duke of Suffolk.
Lady Jane Grey had given her hand to
Lord Guildford, son of the Duke of
Northumberland, who prevailed on Ed-
ward VI. to make a will in which he
named his daughter-in-law his successor,
to the exclusion of the two Princesses,
Mary and Elizabeth. To obtain this end,
he had represented to the King, that
Mary was exceptionable, from her bigot-
ted attachment to the Catholic faith, and
Elizabeth excluded by her imputed ille-
gitimacy. His arguments prevailed with
the dying Prince, but- were unsuccess-
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fully addressed to Lady Jane, till the
solicitations of her husband, to whom she
was tenderly attached, and over whom,
Northumberland had established a com-
plete dominion, extorted from her a re-
luctant aequiescenee. She reigned mine
days, or rather, her father-in-law, the
Duke of Northumberlaud, reigned under
her name. In that interval, Mary tri-
unphed over the pertizans of the refor-
mation, and seated herself firmly on the
threne. Her cruel vindictive temper was
not to be' appeased,but by the death of the
Duke of Northumberland, Lord Guildford,
and Lady Jane Grey, who at the age of
eighteen was devoted to the scaffold. At
that early period, she was celebrated for
her knowledge of the ancient and mo-
dern languages, and from some Greek
and Latin letters still extant, she appears
to have possessed faculties far beyond ber
age. 8he was eminently distingu:shed
for picty, and her character was equally
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marked by gentleness and dignity. Her
. ambitious parents had united their solici-
tations to induce her to ascend the throne,
and it was to her mother an exquisite,
though short-lived trinmph, to bear her
daughter’s mantle at the inauspicious co-
ronation. During her imprisonment, and
when the sentemoe of death was sus-
pended over her head, an aitempt was
made by the Duke of Buffelk, te
revive the party for Lady Jame. His
effierts proved abortive ; but.on this pretext
she was executed, and the Duke of Saf-
folk was himself sacrificed to the @uean’s
resentment. The following letter may
besupposed to have been written in the
- monthef February, 1564. It is cerfaia
that at this period, Lady Jane carried om
a regular correspondence with her friends
and relations, and thet to the last me-
spirit, and preserved her religions forti-
tade. .
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' LADY JANE GREY TO DR. AYLMERS.

« Tt is to you, my worthy friend, that I
owe religious instruction, that life of faith
which can alone be prolonged to eternity ;
and in the awful trial to which I am con-
demned, it is to you that my last
thoughts are addressed.

. 'Three months have passed since, at the
queen’s instigation, the sentence of death
was pronounced on me and my husband,
in revenge for that unhappy reign of nine
days—that crown of thorns which was
placed on my unwilling head, only to con-:
sign it to destruction. I will frankly own to
you, that I believed thissentence to have no
other object than that of intimidating my
mind. I was farfrom suspecting that Mary.
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wished to shed my blood, whieh was drawn
from the same source as her own. I ima-
gined extreme youth mightsufficiently ex-
cuse my weakness if I did not persist in
refusing those fatal honours with which I
was menaced, and .to which. T was at
length seduced, only by the deference I
conceived to be due to my father-in-law,
the Duke of Northumberland.

“ But I write not toaecuse my enemies,
they were only instruments. in execut»
ing the will of God, by whom this, and every
other event of life has been directed, and
I have now no leisure to spare .from my
personal feelings. Shut up in this Tower,
I exist but in my own sensations, and my
moral and religions conduct is confined to
my own internal conflicts.

Yesterday, I was surprised by a visit
from our friend, Ascham, the sight of
whom, at first, gave me a.lively pleasure,
by awakening the memory of those hours
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so delicions and so instructive, which I
bave spent with him in studying the pages
of classical amtiquity. My first impalse was
ta spesk of these illustrious dead, who had
opened 1o me sucha boundless field of re-
flection. Ascham, you remember, though
gersous is sereme ; he makes old age a prop
‘to support the evils of existence; and in
reality, the old age of a reflective being is
vot feeble, ainoe it is fortified by €aith and
experience, and when so short a space re-
mains, asmall effont is sufficient to arrive
at the goal. This aarrow space is not yet
shorter for me than an old maen; but
bitter will be the sufferings: accumulated
on 1y last memaents. V
Ascham anneunced, that the queem
had given me permission to welk im
the garden of my prison. It is impos-
sible to expuess with what transports ef
joy I received she welcome intima-
" ton; ot fisst, our poer friend had
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not cotrage to disturb them. We de-
scended together to the garden, where hé
suffered me' for some time to enjoy that
face of natute from which I had been so
lorg an exile. It was ohe of those fin€
days at the end of winter, which announce
the approach of spring, and I know not
whether the spring itself could have pro-
duced on my imaginatien so vivid an ime
pression, as this presage of s return.
Phetrees turned their leafless branches to-
watds the sun, the turf was already green ;
a few early flowers, seemed with their
perfumes to prelude the melody of nature,
when she sheuld reappear in all her mag-
sificence. There was an indescribable
sweetness in the air ; me thought T heard
the voice of God in the invisible yet om.
nipotent breath, which evety moment
‘gavé me back new life—life! what
word have I pronounced P Tl this day &
considered it as my right, and I now

P
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receive its last benefits as the tender fare-
well of a friend.

I proceeded with Ascham toe the borders
of the Thames, where we sat down in a
wood, which though now bare of foliage,
was soon to be reclothed with verdure.
The waves glittering with the reflected
light of Heaven, had the magnificent
aspect of a festival, still was there some-
* thing melancholy in their course, and
I know not who could long trace their
‘monotonous movements, without yielding
to those reveries, the supreme charm of
which resides in a sort of detachment
from existence. Ascham perceiving the
direction of my thoughts, suddenly took .
my hand, and bathing it with his tears,
exclaimed, Oh you, who still are my so-
vereign, must it be.my. hard task to ap-
prize you of your impending fate ? Your
father has collected your partizans in op-~
position to Mary, who revenges herself on
you, for all the love your name inspires. 1

|
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Here sohs choaked his utterance. “ Con-
tinue,” I exclaimed, “my friend, recol-
lect those meditative sages, who have
watched with a steady eye the death even
of those who were most dear to them,
they knew from whence we came, and
whither we go.”

“ Wel,” replied he, “your sentence
must now be executed ; but I bring you
that succour which has delivered so many
illustrious men from the proscription of
tyrants.” Then did this venerable old man
offer me with trembling hands, the poison
from which he would have preserved me
- at the hazard of his own existence. I re-
collected how often we had admired toge-
ther, the noble contempt of life, evinced
by the heroes and patriots of antiquity,
and sinking into deep thought, (as if the
light of ‘christianity- had been suddenly
extinguished in my soul,) I fell into.that
feeble indecision, from which in the most
simple - circumsjances of life it is often so

F 2
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difficult to withdraw the nsind. Aschean
threw himself on his knees before me,
beuding his sil

earth, and eov

hand, whikt w

to me the fatal r

I repulsed gent|

having eollected

found strength

¢ Ascham, you kwow with what- «Mvght | §
have read with you the philusophers and
the poets of Greece and Rome; the
mascaline beauties of their language,
which breathe the simple energy of their
. soul, are incomparable. Society, as it is
now constitated, has filled most minds
with vanity and frivolity, and one is not
ashaweed to live without reflecting, with-
out seeking to know the miracles of the
world, which are formed to enlighten man
by symbols at -once splendid and permas
pent.” We are surpassed by the Aucients
since they were left to themselves, and be-
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. eawme what they were by their owa efforts,
whilst to us RBevelation has impaited a
principle saperiar to man; snd exery
thing from the ideal perfection of the arts,
to the simple-rules of condnct, should cor-
reapond with religious faith, since life has
no end but to prepare for immortality.

- If & could escape this public exposure,
were § $o steal from the signal calamity
which awaits me, I shonld fail to fortify
by my example the hope of these who
may be touched by my fate. The An.
cients elevated their soul by the cantem- -
plation of their own strength ; the chris-
tian has one witness constantly hefare his
eyes, ane im whose presence he must
eisher live ar die. The Ancients aspired
to glorify human patqgre—the christian
considers himself but as the manifestation
of God on earth. The Ancients magni-
_ - fied heyond every other virtue the hero.
ism which prefers death to the oppresaor
~~the christian ballows more the deveted.
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spirit which embraces whatever is the will
of providence: in him Activity, and pati-
ence reign by turns. We are-to exert the
will as long as we can serve others, and
advance our own progress to perfection;
but when destiny is in a manner confront-
ed with us, it is then the part of courage
to await her approach, and more noble to
meet, than to evade the stroke. - The soul
concenters itself in its own mysteries, and
its most sublime effort is resignation.
“ I will not,” replied Ascham, ¢ discuss
with you these opinions at a time when
firmness may be so necessary to your
support. I am chiefly disturbed by the
‘nature of the suffering, to which you are
condemned. How can you sustain so
rude a shock ? 'This fearful anticipation
of the mortal stroke the fixed inevitable
hour? Would it not be less cruel to ter-
minate your fate by your own hands ?”
« It is our duty,” returned I, « to wait till
the Divine Being shall resume the gift he
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- has bestowed. Immortality commences
before death, when, with our own consent,
we part from the interests of life. In
such a moment the internal impressions
of the soul are more delicious than can be
conceived. The source of enthusiasm be-
comes independent of the objects that
surround us, God alone fills up the sanc-
tuary in the recesses of the soul, and in
himself includes our destiny.”

“But,” replied Ascham,“why must you
give to your enemies, to this cruel queen,
to that depraved people, the unworthy spec-
tacle? He was unable to finish. “ Were
I to escape,” replied I, ¢ even by death,
from the queen’s vengeance, I should but

‘irritate her pride, without becoming in-
strnmental to her repentance. 'Who
knows at what remote period the example
T am about to offer, shall be salutary
to my fellow-creatures, and how can I
judge of the importance which history
shall assign to my remembrance.”
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« By destroying myself, I shall only teach
men the herror so justly mspired by out.
rage, and display the pride which autici-
petes its relesse. But by submitting te
- this terrible fate, with the firmmness which
religion beotpm,l shall be as a beacen
te the wnfortunate, who like me are tosved
abeut in the storm, and who may thus
leara to commit themselves to that An-
chor of faith by which I have been sus.
tained.”

“The peaple,” said Ascham, *“attribute
guilt to those whe perish on the scaffold.”
*Falschoed,”’ replied I,“ may deceivesome
iwdividuads daring a few short years, but
mations amd Ages, celebrate the triumphs
of truth, 'Whatever belongs to virtue be-
longs alsa to eternity; and every action
perfermed for her sake, shall flow en to
that immense ocean, though the indivi
dusl may have been but a nameless riva-
let, in her meortal course. No—I shall
not blush te endure the punishment in-
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flicted om guilt; 1 :am =alled to it by
donocenoe. To commit an outrage would
JAistuitb the seeurity awhich innocence in-
sipires, and destroy that serenity the soul
saght to feel on approaching heaven:”
+ But,” exclaimed our friend, ¢ what ean
be 0 viclent as this bleody death®” '« Is
not the!bloed .of ‘the martyrs,” replied ¥,
3 balm forthe wounds of the afflicted?”
# That death;,” resumed 'he, “inflicted hy
the barbarows axe, which a barbariem
shall.dare to lay upon yourreyel head.”
# My friepd,” veturned I, * were my -
Jast moments crowned with glory, they
ocould not weaken my impressions of
dread. Does death woar-aslisdem on hia
livid brow? Is he not always armed with
the same .ghastly terross? If it were bat
to annihilation that he dragged us, what
wonld it avail usito.dispute with an empty
shadow ? but if be eome as the memsens
ger of Heaven, if it be the vaice of God
 that is heard from that Vail of darkuness,
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then is day behind night, and eternity is
concealed from us only by vain phan-
.toms.” ¢« But,” exclaimed our friend,
(who, instead of his wonted serenity, was
now so agitated as scarcely to command
his voice,) “ are you-aware that the pu-
nishment may be painful, that it may
be prolonged, that an uns hand—"
« Stop,” cried 1, “ I am aware of this—but
-what you fear cannot happen—and what
givesyou this confidence?”’« My own weak-
ness,” I have always dreaded physical suf-
fering—all my efforts to acquire the cou-
rage which braves pain have been una-
vailing : I am assured therefore that this
trial will be always spared me; a secret
protection awaits the Christian when
. he-appears most desolate, nor is he per-
mitted to experience any trial beyond
his strength. We are usually acquaint-
éd only with the external character of
man—what passes within his breast
might afford new views during millions
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of ages. . Irreligion renders the mind su-
perficial,and one attaches too muchimport-
ance to circumstance and success. 'The
trae trepsure of thought and imagination
is to be found only in the commerce of the
human heart, with its creator. 'Thence
came the presages, the oracles, the prodi-
gies, whatever the ancients imagined they
discovered in nature, was but a refleetion
" of what passed in their own souls, the
whisper of the unknown Divinity that
dwelt within them.” Wehad now anin-
terval of silence, when I was seized with
an indescribable emotion of terror, and
- a sentiment I ventured not to express
hung on my lips. At length I asked As-
cham if he had seen my husband : He re-
plied in the affirmative. ¢ Goon,” then,
cried I, « for mercy’s sake, tell me all, If
Guildford and my conscience were op-
posed, which of the two powers would
appear most sacred P’ ¢ Lord Guildford,”

replied he, ¢ has expressed no opinion
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om the part you ought to teke, but, for
himself, it i9 his tnalterable resclution
to perish en the scaffold.” Oh!my
friend,” exclaimed I, « how do I thank
you for baving left me the merit of choice.
Had I sooner known my -Guildford’s de-
gision, 1:should not-have been at the pains
to ‘déliberate. Love alone would have
dietated what religion commands. Shell I
mot pdrtake the fate of such a husband ?
Shall I spare myself one of his suffarings?
In eveny step he makes towards death,
has he not traeed my.own eourse?”’ Per
ceiving I was infléxible, Ascham sorrow-
fully took leavq, but with a. promise o re-
vidit my prison.

Dettor Feckenham, the Queen 's chap-
- Jein, came a'few hours after. to announce
‘that my -execution was to take place en
Friday, which is now oaly five days dis-
tant. Lot me canfess to you, I seemed
“wholly wiprepared for the stroke,—s0

aouch did en irrevecable mémination of the
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doy incveass my terror. I attempted te
oanceal my emotiom, but it was doubtless
perceived by Feckenham, who took ad-
ventage of my confusion to offer life on
condition that I should chenge my reki-
gion: thus you see, my worthy friend,
Gad dispensed bis assistance ; since the
. necessity of repulsing such an insult, zres-
~ toxed to me the courage I had lest.
Doctor Feckenham was desirous to-en-
' gage me in a controversy, which I de-
clined ; observing, ¢ that-my understand-
ing was too much enfeebled by my pre- -
sestt situationto allow me to do jastice te
my own arguments, and that I would net
inmy dying moments expase to eontro-
versy those truths, of which I had been per-
saded when my wmind was in its full
strength.” He attempted to intimidate
wme, by saying, “he should then meet me
m0-more, eitherin this world or the next,
since ‘1 was excleded from heaven by
my smbelief.” I replied, % your words
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would be more terrible to me than my
executioner, if I could believe them, but
that religion for which one is ready to offer
up life, the heart pronounces to be true.
On " such abstruse questions reason lends
but dubious light ; I hold my faith on the
principle of ‘sacrifice, for of that I cannot
doubt.”

The conversation with Dr. Fecken-
ham revived my spirits. Providence hav-
ing thus afforded what Ascham was so
anxious to obtain for me, a voluntary
death, I ¢ destroyed not my own being ;
but I refused to live, and the scaffold
thus freely embraced,  seemed but the
altar chosen by the victim.” To renounce
life when it could alone be purchased at
the price of conscience, is the only -sui-
cide permitted to virtne.

Satisfied with the conviction, that T had

"embraced my duty, I was beginning to
resume my courage, when suddenly, that
. fond attachment to existence of which I
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‘have sometimes been but too sensible, in
the days of my felicity,revived in my feeble
‘heart. '

~« Ascham came to me on the follow-
ing day, and we once more walked on
the banks of the Thames,  the pride
of our beautiful country! I attempt-
ed to enter on our ordinary subjects of
conversation ; and recited some passages-
from the poetry of Homer and Virgil,
whose immortal works we had so often
studied together: but poetry, more than
any thing, has a tendency to infuse inte
us a tender enthusiasm for existence, so
seducingly does .itgdlend thoughts and
images with each other;—so delightful
is the union of nature and sentiment, and
so much are we alive to its harmonious
language, in which the strongest feelings
of the soul are traced, that as we read we
are inspired, and are at once intoxicated
with the faculties of existence and enjoy-
ment. : S

« It was thus I became impressed when
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I recollected it was a0 lmgafornc
those pleasures existed. I shen tarnad
the conversation on the more severe wsit-
ings of the philosophers. Ascham ~onsi-
ders Plato as awoul ipredestined to Chyis-
sianity, though, in common with the ma-
*jorit;y of ithe Aucnnts, he exnlted too
proudly in the .intellectunl prowess of the
human mind. Those sages enjoyed so in-
tensely the faculty of thought, as scaresly
to direot their -wishes towards a -better
-state of. being, which they seemed to inve-
eate by the energy of contemplation.
Formerly, 1 also dasted the most exqui-
site delight in medig;ting on heaven, an
genius, and nature. At this reeollee-
tion, a seoscless regret of life took pos-
session -of my mind, :and in sach vivid
eolours was it now depicted to my imagi-
mation, that the future-world appeared no
Ionger- ‘but 8 a cold abstraction.:

« How,” cried I, « shall I learn to
prefer the eternal duration of sentiments,



REFLECTIONS UPON SUICIDE. 113

te that mcessant alternation of hope -and
fear, which so vividly renews the most
teuder affections? Can the wnlimited
koowledge of nature and her mysteries,
ever possess the inexpressible attraction
of that veil which conceals them? Shell
certainty ever disperse the flattering illy-
sions af doubt, or can the splendid reve.
lation of truth create as many souwces of |
enjoyment as are now supplied by its dis-
covery or pursiit 7  And what shall be-
come of youth and hope, our habits and
affections, when time exists ‘mo mare ?
In one word, can the omnipatent Creator,
in -all his glory, offer to his creature a -
gift more precious.than mutual Love ?
¢ "Thegsefears wera impious, and it is 'with
sincdre contrition that I eenfess to you, my
worthy friend, the . contemptible weak-
ness.” Ascham, who on the preceding
" evening had appeared to be less religious
myself, soon resumed his ascend-
ancy ever my refractery spirit. « You
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ought not,” said he, “to suffer the bene-
fits you have received to excite distrust
of the Benefactor who has created that
life whose loss you deplore : if its few im-
perfect pleasures appear to you so precious,
~ why should you conceive them to be ir-
reparable? It is surely not difficult for
the imagination to conceive a world more
delightful than this earth ; but should this
be beyond our power, is it for us to consi-
der the Deity merely as a poet, who is
‘unable to produce a second work superior
to the first 7’ This simple reflection re-
called me to myself, and I blushed at
the imbecility to which I had been betray- .
ed by the dread of death.

. % Oh, my friend, how difficult is it ‘to
fathom this thought! The farther I de-
scend, the more is it impenetrable, abyss
opens beneath abyss !

- ¢ In four days I shall breathe no more ;
the bird that flutters in the air shall sur-
vive me: my span of existence is shorter
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than his—the inanimate objects by which
I am surrounded shall preserve the same
form, but I shall be wholly changed. In
the memory of my friends alone shall I
hold any place on earth—incomprehen-
sible mystery of the mind, which fore-
sees the end, and is yet unable to con-
ceive" its approach—the hand checks
the coursers that conduct us in our
career; but thought cannot, for one
moment, prevail against death—forgive
my weakness, oh Parent of my faith,
you whom I have ever revered—you by
whom I have been so tenderly beloved.
Assuredly we shall meet in heaven,
but shall I ever hear again that all-
persuasive voice which announced to me
a God of mercy ? shall I ever more be-
hold your venerable features, so in-
delibly traced on remembrance? and
thou too, Guildford, my husband, my
other self—thou whose divine countenance
is always present to my soul, shall I re-
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oognize thee, such as thou art, ADODE
angels, whose image thou hast borne
on earth? but what would I say? my
feeble saul could farm no dearer wish
heyond the tomb, than to return .to the
felicity X possessed, and with thee to par-
petuate ury departed existence.”
Thursday.

“ Yesterday my beloved husband re-

- quested to see me far the last time. I

_ refused myself amomentin which joy and
despair would have met together, lest
I should be no longer resigned. You
are aware that my heart was but teo fond-~
ly attached to happiness, and I had but too
- much reasan to fear I should relapse into
- my former weakness. Waal pot nght,
my father?

« Aftersuch a sacrifice, is not my frailty
expiated? X have no lomger cause te
dreadthat existence can be toedear tome.”

Ou the Day of Execution.
« Oh, my father, I have seen him—he
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advanced to the stene of execution with
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blessed gift of heaven, no less precious
than life—thou art now my tutelary
angel—thou only dost restore me to sere-
nity and peace. My sovereign master
has disposed of my destiny, but since he
has permitted my reunion with my hus-
band, he exacts nothing beyond my
strength, and to him without fear, I com-
mend my departing spirit.”

THE END. _

. ERRATA.
Page 34, line 19, for to satiate, ragd to tantalfce,

L ———
J. G. BARNARD,
Shinner-Street,
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